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INTRODUCTORY.

VENTS swift and portentious, marked the early
portion of 1gog. I a forecast may be made from
the past and present happenings which have been

crowded into the opening months o the year, it would
appear there are still storms ahead. It is 1o be hoped,
however, the period of stress has been passed and a
season of bright days is to come.

War. pestilence, famine, fire, flod and destruction
generally have of late ruled the world ruthlessly.  Mer-
ciless have been the ¢lements aﬁparcmly to all hbumanity
atlarge.  And science, despite her wontdrous march toa
pennt where she stands awestruck at her own disclosures
ol the. marvels of Nature's realms, finds herself still
helnless. till unable to rule the clements of Fire, Aw
and Water, Yer science bas pointed proudly to ber
achievements, 1o prove her sovereignty over 1hese same
clements 1t is true that science has, to a degree. maide
Fire. Air and Water our servams, but, ' lest we forget,”
we are tanght now and again that s¢ience 15 not omnip-
otent and that our servants may become our masters.

One of these stern lessons was given us on Sunday,
February 7th, when the City of Baltimuore was desolated
by fire. At this time, the City of Baltimore, its business
section, presents a scene of ruin Charred remnonis of
what were once goodly buillings, a contused mass of
wreckage, lie piled high in gigantic heaps. All heauty
of architecture blotted out, all identity lost; even thou h
bere and there may be seen portions of blackened wa 1=
nrsing above the chaos  One or two tall iron columns,
once the supports of a noble structure, stand lonely and
dismal, They arc in the midst of destruction, as if

pointing upward, mute signals, that the fiery ordeal
through which they have g:ssed was due o couses
beyond the ken of man. Iimore is known as the
Monumental City. but never in her history bave her
people gazed on monuments callin forth sadder memo-
Fies than these relics of the fire that ravaged this fair
southern city on Sunday, February jth, 1904,

Many Lenten seasons has Bultimore passed thro’,
but none more gloomy than the one approaching.
Seared deeply, her business interests lie in the ashes of
her ruins.  But her civic life bas not been harmed, and
tho' cast down Baltimore looks forward 1o her joyous
Easter, to her hout of resurrection, She will emerge
from Uie darkness and the shadows will disperse in the
glorinus light of an evening sun. She will wear o more
beautiful aspect than hefore.  From the ashes of a dead
commercial centre will anse a more magnificent one.

The object of this book 18 to presentin as sharp a
form as possible what the Baltimore fire actually was;
to make each reader also a spectator.  This brief preface
1% wrilten with a view of suggesting Lhat salutory lessons
can be drawn from the tecent disaster.  But it 15 not
our province to make more than the passing refercnce
already made concerning them, The pictures will point
the moral to adorn the tale far better than aoy writien
words. 1t may not, huwever, he out of place 1o state,
as briefly as may be, the cause and extent of the fire,

Flames were discoversd shortly before 11 o'clock on
the morning of Sunday, in the store of John E. Hurst
& Co. at the southwest corner of Hopkins Place and
German street  Before they were subdued nearly forty
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Wie Alley, oking north troms Cerman street Balbemaore & Ohvo Cansral Budding.

View from Cahvent and German strects, North Brothers & Strauss tactoy,



Lodlang north from Light and Losbord streets,

Lookorgg nuithwest from Swath strect and Exchange Place towards Water street,



Loclang nurthwaest, Froderick, Wotes amd Gay streets,  New UL S, Custom Hossw in eight hand wxener,

From Hoplins Foce oking scuthesst—Hopkins Saviegs Baak, Nutwnal Exdasge Bank, wholesale dey goods, shoe and
clathing district,



Yiew sbong the water front and oty whaifs,
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and podice paarding the bes,



