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Hot Work Out of Service Procedures
What should I do with a cylinder with a leaky valve or fitting?

The cylinder with the leaky valve or fitting should be taken outdoors away from 
ignition sources and slowly emptied. Additionally, clear and visible warning signs that 
prohibit open flame or other sources of ignition should be posted near cylinders with 
leaking fuse plugs or other leaking safety devices.

What should I do with any piece of defective welding equipment?

Any piece of defective welding equipment should be immediately removed from 
service and physically tagged “OUT OF SERVICE” in a conspicuous location on the 
defective equipment. All defective equipment should be removed from the normal 
work area and stored safely until the equipment can either be repaired or replaced. 
Once the equipment has been repaired it can be brought back into regular service.
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Great American's loss control information is intended to provide guidance and is not intended as a legal interpretation of any federal, 
state or local laws, rules or regulations applicable to your business. The loss control information provided is intended only to assist 
policyholders in the management of potential loss producing conditions involving their premises and/or operations based on generally 
accepted safe practices. In providing such information, Great American does not warrant that all potential hazards or conditions have 
been evaluated or can be controlled. It is not intended as an offer to write insurance for such conditions or exposures. The liability of 
Great American Insurance Company and its affiliated insurers is limited to the terms, limits and conditions of the insurance policies 
underwritten by any of them. Any claims scenarios are provided to illustrate possible exposures faced by you or your clients. The 
facts of any situation which may actually arise, and the terms, conditions, exclusions, and limitations in any policy in effect at that 
time, are unique. Thus, no representation is made that any specific insurance coverage applies to the claims scenarios.  
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